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Summer 2022
St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Chilliwack, BC

Message from the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
In last month’s newsletter article, I
introduced the Biblical topic of
“Speaking the Truth in Love”. This
topic is taken from Ephesians 4:15. I
would like to take a few brief minutes
of your time to talk a little bit more
about “truth” (the next edition will talk
a little more about “love”).
Our society has rapidly bought into
the idea that there is no absolute
truth. It teaches that truth is relative –
“what may be true for you may not be

true for me” and “what may be true for
me may not be true for you”. As you
can see when this line of thinking is
bought there ends up being no
absolute truth at all. Everything
becomes a matter of personal thought
or opinion.
As Lutheran Christians we do believe
in absolute truth: the truth that the
Bible is the Word of God and the truth
that Jesus is the Son of God who gave
His life for us on the cross. Our church
is not about mixing the truth with the

September Kick-Off Event
Sunday, September 11
Who is ready for a big kick off this year? We are! St. Paul’s will be hosting a
big “Welcome Back” kick off event on September 11, 2022. There will be a
special service and catered lunch to follow. We will have some fun things
just for kids and also hope to have a bit of light entertainment.
The event will focus on three things:
1. Welcome Back! To all of our members and guests who have been
unable to join in person for various reasons during the pandemic, we
encourage you to come join us as you are able.
2. Bring a Friend. What a great time to invite someone new to church.
Invite a neighbour, friend or person from your community to join the
service and enjoy the lunch afterwards.
3. Celebrate Pastor Lunderby’s 25th Year at St. Paul’s. Can you believe
our very own Pastor Wayne Lunderby has been serving this
congregation for 25 years this September? Let’s bless him by
gathering together to mark the occasion.
We need more hands to carry out this event! Please consider coming to the
next planning meeting on July 17 after service. If you are unable to attend
the meeting, please contact the office and indicate how you are able to
serve.

opinion of man. It is not about
proclaiming that there is no solid,
absolute truth upon which we can
build our lives. It is not about
teaching that truth is or can be
whatever an individual wants it to be.
Our church is about proclaiming the
truth, the whole truth about God and
His Word.

February

Deep down, I do believe that most
people are seeking and searching for
a solid anchor for their lives. They
are searching for a truth upon which
to build their lives and their families.
St. Paul’s is all about sharing the full,
complete truth of Jesus and His Word
not only with one another, but also
with our community.
As you read through this newsletter
and peruse our website,
www.chilliwacklutheran.com you will
see that there are numerous
opportunities for each of us to grow
in our knowledge of the truth of God.
At the church we are beginning
our planning for the fall. There will
be many opportunities, for men and
women, boys and girls to grow in the
truth. From our worship services to
children’s programs, to teen and
adult Bible classes, we will all have
opportunities for us to grow in our
knowledge of the truth of Jesus and
His Word. My prayer is that all of us
will continue to grow in the truth –
and to share the truth with others.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Lunderby

July
July 1
July 3
July 6
July 6
July 8
July 10
July 12
July 12
July 18
July 17
July 21
July 23
July 26
July 26
July 29
July 29
July 30

Martina Rohde
Alexander Hisdal
Sophie Hetland
Shaaron Hetland
Tove Thomsen
Colin Schmidt
Tillie Welk
Sheri Schenderling
John Lakusta
Bill Wearing
Vivian Hetland
Anneka Westenenk
Robert Jarman
Theodore Jarman
Rob Gafka
Mike Rohde
Donna Gafka

August
August 1
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 13
August 14
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 17
August 18
August 19
August 22
August 23
August 23
August 25
August 27

Rosalee Rohde
Jeff Ayres
Bernard Westenenk
Gordon Hetland
Emma Underhill
Jordan Gervais
Eric Warkentin
Jae-Lynn St. Amour
Bob McLaren
Sandra Underhill
Judy Nielsen
Donna Little
Ida Zernickel
Aretha Westenenk
Marlene McLaren
Ray Single
Alex Jarman

The Blankets are on
Their Way to Ukraine!
God is amazing and faithful. Our
friends Bernie and Flora
came to pick up the
blankets and quilts.
They, along with
Rotary Club friends,
will begin packing
in preparation for
the container to
leave for the
Ukraine the
beginning
of July.
It was a
teary time
when I found
out that they were
finally on their way.
Sending these cozy blankets
and quilts is giving hugs and love
to these dear people who have
endured so much. Blessings and
thanks to all who have helped
make this possible.
This included 20 fleece blankets,
six adult quilts and six quilts with
the Frozen panels for girls.
Joanne Hanlon

More Good News …
One of these wonderful blankets –
and some gifts cards – were given
to the Ukrainian family being
sponsored by our friends at
the Orthodox Church which
rents our Annex.

We
have
also
raised
$700.00 to
help with the
family’s flight
to Canada.
If you would like to help with this
endeavor you may still contribute
through your offering,
designating the amount you wish
to give for the “Ukrainian
Refugees.”

Each month we will pray for one other Lutheran denomination
somewhere in the world, then one social ministry, auxiliary or mission
organization, then one of our congregations and its pastor(s) going
from west to east.
July 2022
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina
 Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
 Trinity Lutheran Church of the Deaf, Vancouver and Pastors David
Nielsen and Gregory Desrosiers





August 2022
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium
Lutheran Bible Translators
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Surrey and its Vacancy Pastors

Children’s Ministry
Update from Friday
Night Kid’s Club
Kid’s Club celebrated its school
year end wrap up with a bang on
June 3. We enjoyed some
hamburgers and hot dogs BBQ’d
up by Grillmaster Jordan
Gervais. Chapel time included a
very fun game show with prizes,
in addition to our favourite
songs. We changed things up
for our last session by holding a
group lesson during chapel time
about Pentecost and sent kids
home with lots of energy and
cookies provided by Alex Miller.
Thanks Alex!
In planning for the future of St.
Paul’s Children’s Ministry, we
will continue to follow a “Once a
Month Big Event” structure. The
time slot will remain on a Friday
Night from 6:00-8:00 pm as we
have found this works best for
the majority of parents as well as
volunteers, and our student
attendance has been
consistently good.
There have been a few inquiries
on whether we will re-introduce
Sunday School and
unfortunately the answer is ‘not
at this time.’ In 2019/20 we tried
having Sunday School before
service which fizzled out due to
lack of attendance.
Accommodating Sunday School
during worship service proves
difficult for our volunteers. Jesus
reminds us in Luke 10:38, the
story of Martha and Mary, that
the better choice is to listen to
Jesus’ teachings instead of
working and being distracted.
This resonates in the scenario of
holding Sunday School during

service as the teachers must give
up their own worship time and
spiritual rejuvenation to teach
and help the kids.
We are looking forward to
kicking off our Fall Friday Night
Kid’s Club on September 16 with
our brand new curriculum called
“Monumental” where each
session we will celebrate God’s
greatness. Our program will
follow the story of Joseph in the
Old Testament from Genesis 3745. There will be some familiar
things such as “Science Gizmos”
(back by popular demand!) and
some new items like “Bible
Buddies”. These collectable
characters have the daily bible
verse printed on the bottom and
are given at each session for the
student to take home. Collect all
5!
Kid’s Club is looking for more
helpers this Fall to make our
program run smoothly. This can
be either an ongoing basis or as

a “substitute” when others are
unable to attend a particular
session. Please consider how
you might lend a hand in any of
the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Teacher/Classroom Helper
Kitchen (Prepare meal, serve
and clean up)
Craft Helper
Multimedia Helper
Goodies Provider (always
needed and appreciated!)

Thank you to the congregation
for their continued support and
prayers for our Children’s
Ministry at St. Paul’s. We pray
that this ministry will help to
grow our congregation as we
continue to spread the gospel of
Christ to the little ones in our
church and community.
Blessings,
Amanda Gervais
Children’s Ministry Leader

Ask, Seek, Knock … Building our Youth Ministry
At the end of April 2022 our
youth were blessed to be invited
to a retreat at Camp Luther,
Hatzic Lake graciously hosted by
Walnut Grove Lutheran Church
in Langley. In collaboration with
Hillside Christian Church
(formerly Zion Lutheran in
Cloverdale), there were over 40
youth in attendance for an
awesome weekend of fun.
Although we only had 2 of our
own youth in attendance, plus
myself as a chaperone/leader, a
big impact was made with some

lasting connections and
friendships.
The theme for the event was
Matthew 7:7-12 Ask, Seek,
Knock. Each chapel time we
explored what these terms really
mean.
Ask-pray honestly and fervently.
God always answers, even if it is
not the answer we were hoping
for.
Seek-seek God in our busy daily
lives. Look for Him and how He

presents Himself in your life.
Don’t wait for Him to come
calling.
Knock-pray in faith for God’s
provision. If a door is closed,
knock.
This theme is fairly fitting for the
current state of St. Paul’s Youth
program. Although we do not
have leadership in the area right
now we Ask that you search
your own heart and listen to see
if God is calling you to lead
Youth. We Seek better
opportunities to become
available to St. Paul’s Youth who
are eager to gather now and
share God’s word. When we
Knock God opens doors for us
and our Youth program but
sometimes, we must knock a
little louder!
Please prayerfully consider how
you may serve in our Youth
program. God made it clear that
he was calling me to be a leader
at the Camp Luther Youth
Retreat. Maybe he is calling you
to lead too!
Amanda Gervais

“To Restore or not to Restore?” … Notes from the Board of Directors.
All praise and thanks be to God for leading us to the answer to a difficult question, “do we restore downstairs; if
so, when would that begin?”
As you may know, in the fall of 2021, Saint Paul’s experienced two devastating flood events which resulted in a closure
to our basement area. In addition to a flooded basement, we experienced significant roof leaks as well.
The Future Focus committee was formed to review all of our options and a short-term decision was reached (with the
approval of the congregation) to start restorations with a reputable restoration company as soon as possible. We can
only move forward with the flood repairs with the continued support of our members. This will allow us to utilize the
basement space to hold luncheons, Bible studies, and children’s ministry activities. Growing as a church without this
space at our disposal would prove difficult. We will provide a timeline for startup and completion in the coming weeks.
Until then, keep these items in your thoughts and prayers.
In other news, we are excited that Dan Lillos has let his name stand to join the board of directors. As well, Trevor
Schenderling (a minor) has been sitting in on the board meetings and offering his input from a younger perspective.
In Him,
Jordan Gervais - Secretary

Stand Firm in the Faith – Lutheran Church Canada Convention Report
Rob Gafka and Pastor Lunderby
represented us at the Lutheran
Church-Canada Convention. This
report was provided by our lay
delegate, Rob Gafka.

up on the history of LCC. Other
authors have contributed both in
the history of French language
ministry by Rev Dr Sommers and
editor Rev Mark Lobitz.

The convention is the means for
managing the LCC and its
mission and ministry in a God
pleasing way. We, as voting
delegates, both Clergy, deacons
and lay delegates vote on the
resolutions put forward to
convention. We heard the
reports of the past 5 years since
the last convention. LCC has
dealt with Covid, and the total
restructuring of LCC during this
5 year period, so it was a big
challenge.

5) Notable Elections:
President Elect - Rev Dr Timothy
Teuscher re-elected

This was not my first convention and
I knew how busy and tiring it could
be, yet I found it uplifting and I was
happy to be there. I can tell you; you
will never hear better or more
vibrant singers. I would encourage
you as lay persons to go to one. It’s a
real eye opener to the first timer.

Items of Special Interest:
1) Convention voted for - The current
Defined Benefit LCC pension plan to
be transferred into the new
Administrative pension
management called Caat Pension
Plan. This will ensure that the
pension plan members will always be
well funded and new retirees will
also have an indexed pension. For
currently retired members they will
not have to be concerned about their
pension collapsing. Their benefits
will not be reduced. As a person who
helped clients with their pension
choices, I believe this is good choice
and certainly recommend joining.
The Church and the plan members
have the option to join or not join.
The current plan is only funded to
94% so all congregations will have to
make up this under funding. It will
not change what the congregation

LCC Regional Pastors:
Rev Robert Mohns - West Region
(our region)

and members are currently paying at
16% level and this current funding
level will continue for 5 years …after
which it will be 10%. A package will
be coming out to all plan members
who will need to make their choice.
Anyone who has questions please
talk with me or call the contact
information in your package.
2) The convention passed a
resolution to create the position of
LCC Youth Resource Person. There
are no funds in the current budget so
funds will have to come from all the
congregations as all funds come
from congregations to fund the LCC.
3) LCC declares fellowship with the
The Lutheran Church in Norway and
Iceland.
4) A book called “Missouri North the History of the Lutheran Church
in Canada” was released. The first
section book, written by Dr
Threinen, traces the origins of LCC
from its earliest days up to 1988
when the church became
autonomous. Other contributors to
the book are its first three
presidents, Dr Lehman, Rev Dr Ralph
Mayan and Rev Dr Robert Bugbee
who trace the development during
their tenures in office. We have 2
copies if someone would like to bone

6 ) One of the reports was about
the lack of Pastors coming from
our seminaries and how our
congregations are struggling
financially. Vacancies are growing
in our regions and the time frame is
increasing substantially in filling
vacancies. Congregations will have
to look at alternative solutions such
as 2 or 3 congregations sharing a
pastor, deacon and maybe
accomplishing more with less. This
also means that the congregations
have to have strong leadership to
support the church workers and will
have to work together. This lack of
Pastors will definitely affect us when
it’s time to call, so we will have to
look at our options too.
Some of the congregation will
remember Jack Hetzel who was a
vicar at our congregation in 1986 -87.
Well, he will be 60 this year and Jack
and his wife Lisa have 3 kids all
married and 3 grandkids. I also met
Julian Richaud. He and his wife
Sharon were former members.
I also met Pastor Glen Worcester
who is Andrea’s husband (Andrea is
our former Director of Parish
Services). Good to meet up with old
time friends at the convention.
Full reports and financials will come
out later.
Respectfully submitted,
Rob Gafka convention delegate.

Let’s Connect … and have lunch!
Our new Connections Committee will be hosting afterchurch lunches on Sunday, July 10 and Sunday, August
14.
Rumor has it the July 10 lunch will feature both beef
brisket hot dip sandwiches and pulled pork!!!
We hope that everyone will plan to stay and celebrate
being connected in our church community.
We will have outdoor covered seating in case of
heat/rain/or any other strange weather the day will bring
us.

Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League
ABC DISTRICT
CONVENTION NEWS
From June 2 to 4, Marjorie and
Stephanie Nielsen and I attended
what was the 33rd and final LWMLABC District Convention in Red Deer,
Alberta. After 2 days of rather
uneventful driving (not as much road
construction as anticipated, and very
little visible wildlife) we arrived at
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church.
This is a lovely church with one very
much appreciated feature… there
were NO STAIRS to climb! One of
the first things we did was a servant
event at the Red Deer Food Bank
(see picture). We made up 41
single person boxes (1 pallet plus
1) and sorted through several
hundred pounds of donated
canned goods thereby saving the
Food Bank volunteers several
hours worth of work.
Thursday evening we attended
the opening Worship Service,
and then it was on to convention
business on Friday and Saturday.
I will spare you the boring details
of our voting and debating. (If
you REALLY want to know, ask
me after church sometime).
Total Mission Grants that had
been paid out for the 2019-2022

term were $84,713.11. Just short of
our estimated goal of 88,000 due to
Covid which prevented some of the
monies which were going to mission
teams through LAMP and BC
Mission Boat from being sent as they
were not used.
Almost 54,000 was used from the
Mission Opportunity Grant. We
provided funding for a number of
different things, 11 total. This
included our Friday Night Kids’ Club
and some monies for LBT to use for
the Kuhn's new vehicle.
We voted on several more mission
projects to the tune of an additional
60,000.
We also collected free will offerings
totaling over 8,000 for several

mission projects, including B.C.
Mission Boat and a local Red Deer
organization that provides help and
counseling for abused and neglected
children and teens.
After much singing and some
excellent meals, the convention
wrapped up with a special
presentation/concert on Saturday
evening. Most of the convention
attendees stayed over for Sunday
Worship Service before leaving for
home, or, in my case, a holiday with
my son in Devon, Alberta.
This is getting rather long, so I’ll sign
off. If you want any further stories,
just ask.
Yours in faith,
Dianne Donovan

On Sunday, June 5 we had the privilege of witnessing two young men from our congregation
reaffirm their baptismal promises and publicly proclaim their faith. Congratulations to Ulrich
Schertzer and Matthew Crotenko who are now confirmed members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

A Trip Down Memory Lane

Thank you Joanne Hanlon for sharing this wonderful photo from
a Young-at-Heart field trip to the Tappins Putting Course in 2012.
How many of these faces do you recognize?
Do you have any group photos you would like to share for future editions?

Our next newsletter will be
published in late August. In the
meantime, please check your
email inbox for the Weekly
Update which includes the latest
prayer requests plus important
information about church events.

St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8871 School St. Chilliwack BC
604-792-9577
info@chilliwacklutheran.com
www.chilliwacklutheran.com
Worship Services
Sundays at 10:00 am
In person or online on our website

July 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

3

4

10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group
(Townsend Park,
or in the Coliseum
if it is raining)

10

11

10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

Lunch after
church

17
10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

18
10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

Sept. Kickoff
planning meeting
after church
24
10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

25
10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

31

Thank you to those who contributed to our Giving Sunday on behalf of the BC
Mission Boat Society. We raised $750 to help support summer Bible programs for
isolated First Nations communities on the BC coast.

August 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20

23

24

25

26

27

30

31

BC DAY
HOLIDAY

7

8

10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group
(Townsend Park,
or in the Coliseum
if it is raining)

14

15

10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

Lunch after
church
21
10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

28
10:00 am Worship
Service – in
person and online

22
10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

29
10:30 am Ladies’
Walking Group

Would you like to hear the Word of God shared in German? Our sister Synod, the SELK,
produces a weekly German devotion which may be viewed on line by following this link to
"Bluetenlese-Gottesdienste" … https://blgd.tv/

